
MARSEILLE L. ALLEN 
 

 

 

Marseille Allen is a trusted political strategist known for her dedication to 
grassroots initiatives. She is the founder of The Fairfield Group, LLC, a strategy 
consultating firm based in Michigan. Best known for her commitment to 
empower all communities, Marseille garnered national and international media 
attention after creating the WaterForFlint-WFF GoFundMe campaign in wake 
of the ongoing Flint Water Crisis. Her team raised more than $60,000 in 
donations from around the globe, enabling them to deliver to Flint residents 
more than 300,000 bottles of water, hundreds of filters, food, and other 
essential supplies. For her work in Flint and around the country, Marseille is a 
2021 recipient of MI List’s Great Women of the Great Lakes award. 
 

In 2013 Marseille co-founded the Oakland County Combat Veterans Treatment Court, one of two combat-
only courts in the country. Marseille concurrently established The Warriors Trust Fund and collaborated with 
community stakeholders such as the International United Auto Workers (UAW), UPS, and Uber to better 
support military veterans. Marseille’s experience on Capitol Hill includes positions as the assistant to the 
Majority General Counsel for the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (H.E.L.P.) Committee under the 
late Senator Edward M. Kennedy, and with the Center for Community Change. Upon returning to the U.S. 
after a one-year contract as an English instructor in South Korea, she joined the Michigan Department of 
Corrections where she is now a Master Trainer and an alternate unit manager.  
 
Marseille was a registered lobbyist for UAW Local 6000, the International UAW’s largest local with more than 
14,000 State of Michigan employees. In this role, Marseille worked closely with legislators and policy staff on 
behalf of the local and represented the union as a consultant to the Democratic nominees during the 2018 
election cycle. After a sweep at the top of the ticket, Marseille was nominated for Labor Leader of the Year and 
was appointed to the Attorney General-elect’s transition team. Most recently, Marseille worked closely with 
the policy and fundraising teams of then-Senator Kamala Harris’ presidential campaign and in a voluntary 
advisory role for the Biden-Harris presidential campaign. 
 
Marseille recently joined the Michigan League of Conservation Voters Board of Directors and serves on the 
Honorary Leadership Committee for Fair and Equal Michigan, a ballot initiative spearheaded to ensure equal 
rights for LGBTQ Michiganders. Marseille is a board member and board trustee for The Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American History, RemixEducation, and the Veterans Support Foundation, and serves as 
the Michigan Legislative Liaison for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®. As well, she considers her 
appointment as the 2020 Michigan elector to nominate Kamala Harris as Vice President of the United States 
one of her greatest honors. 
 
Marseille received the 2017 Philanthropic Award from the Greater Detroit Chapter of the National 
Association of Women Business Owners and is the recipient of Wellesley College’s Black Excellence Award, 
and the Department of Corrections’ Citizenship Award and Leadership Challenge Coin.  
 
Deeply committed to her adopted indigenous family, the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Marseille joins annual 
300+ mile horseback rides to commemorate the 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre and the 1862 hanging of the 
Dakota 38+2, the largest one-day mass execution in U.S. history. Marseille received a Bachelor of Arts from 
Wellesley College, a Master of Arts in Sociology from Wayne State University and is certified in LEAN Six 
Sigma. Marseille is a member of Temple Israel in West Bloomfield. 
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Skillful political consultant with Capitol Hill experience and cross-industry insight into governmental 
entities and non-profit organizations. Highly motivated leader with extensive background in political 
strategy development, project management, policy negotiation, fundraising, and on-the-ground 
collaboration with community stakeholders. Proven track record as a principled and trusted advisor, 
dedicated mentor, and a passionate advocate on behalf of all underserved with an acute awareness of 
diversity issues.  
 

EDUCATION 

Master of Arts, Sociology, Wayne State University                          
Dissertation Title: “Prisoners of War: Combat Veterans in the Criminal Justice System”  
 
Certificate, LEAN Six Sigma, Villanova University                    
     
Bachelor of Arts, Wellesley College           
Concentrations: African Studies & Sociology  

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Michigan Department of Corrections, Lansing, MI             (2006 – Present) 
Lead Probation/Parole Agent (Master Trainer) 

• Train incoming probation/parole agents and all support staff in departmental technology and case 
management; provide refresher training for department leadership and seasoned agents; maintain 
training materials; serve as alternate supervisor and conduct new employee interviews.  

• Promoted to department-wide business expert for parole and probation offender supervision case 
management and the Department's extraordinarily complex information systems.  

• Monitored system’s quality assurance based upon specifications, standards, and functionality. 

• Managed a caseload average of 120 active military and veteran probationers through weekly in-
person assessments, home visits and partnerships with community-based organizations.  

• Engaged social networks including family members, friends, and community organizations to 
ensure the successful supervision and discharge of probationers. 

• Assisted probationers with education, career, and financial planning for reintegration purposes. 
 
UAW (United Auto Workers) Local 6000, Lansing, MI                                 (2017 – 19) 
Legislative Liaison / Registered Lobbyist 

• Represented more than 14,000 state employees and 10,000 retirees by collaborating with elected 
officials to develop legislation benefiting those employees and the Michiganders they serve. 

• Trusted intermediary between the largest UAW local and the Michigan legislature. 

• Advised local’s president and the International UAW of recommended positions on legislation. 

• Consulted congressional and statewide campaigns of UAW-endorsed candidates. 

• Collaborated with a corps of labor and lobby representatives to develop, support, or oppose 
legislation and prevent the outsourcing of public and private jobs within the state of Michigan.  

• Managed all social media outlets and responded to member inquiries.  

• Led bipartisan effort to stop the outsourcing of nearly 400 registered nurses’ positions in Michigan 
prisons. 
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Oakland County Combat Veterans Treatment Court, Pontiac, MI                   (2014 – 17) 
Co-Founder, Supervising Probation Agent 

• Facilitated the launch of one of two Combat Veterans Treatment Courts in the U.S., in which the 
crimes of participants must be a direct result of their traumatic experience(s) in the military. 

• Established and implemented rehabilitation and readjustment program guidelines. 

• Developed Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Oakland County Circuit Court, Oakland County Veterans Services, and the Michigan Department 
of Corrections.  

 
Westwood Community School District, Dearborn Heights, Michigan         (2004 – 06) 
Truancy Officer  

• Participated in monthly strategy meetings with the Office of the Wayne County Prosecuting 
Attorney and community leaders to create a county-wide method for combating truancy. 

• Ensured school attendance of students by maintaining trusting relationships with the students and 
their families. 

 
Sogang Language Program, Anyang-Shi, South Korea                        (2003 – 04) 
English Instructor  

• Pioneered American Classics reading program for middle and high school students. 

• Taught students ages 3-17 at one of South Korea’s highest ranked English language institutions. 
 
Center for Community Change, Washington, DC                    (Jan 2003 – Oct 03) 
Executive Assistant to the National Director of Public Policy 

• Monitored and analyzed the voting records of Congressional Members and pending legislation 
specific to ending poverty and exclusion.  

• Managed the daily office operations of the Public Policy Unit, including the training and 
supervision of interns. 

 
The Honorable Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Washington, DC                             (2001 – 03) 
Assistant to the Majority General Counsel, Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (H.E.L.P.) Committee 

• Coordinated daily tasks with Democratic and Republican leadership to manage the Committee, 
including the scheduling of hearings and meetings, and distribution of legislative documents. 

• Authored memorandum for the use of numerous bills, including the “No Child Left Behind Act” 
of 2001. 

• Appointed as the Senator’s legislative aide on foster care and adoption issues. 

• Served as the liaison between the H.E.L.P. Committee, the U.S. Secret Service, and the Office of 
the First Lady on forums focused on early childhood education. 

• Served as office liaison on Capitol Police committee for the development and implementation of 
a Capitol-wide, all-employee post-9/11 disaster evacuation implementation. 

• Trained and supervised interns assigned to the main Committee office. 
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SERVICE 

 
Michigan League of Conservation Voters              (2021 – Present) 
Director 
 
The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History                 (2019 – Present) 
Trustee 
 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporate®                     (2018 – Present) 
Michigan Legislative Liaison 
 
RemixEducation, Washington, DC                (2018 – Present) 
Director  
 
Veterans Support Foundation, Silver Spring, Maryland                                          (2015 – Present) 
Director, Second Vice-President 
 
The Warriors Trust Fund, West Bloomfield, MI                              (2015 – Present) 
President 
 
Pretty Hearts Foundation, Southfield, MI                                   (2016 – 20) 
Director  
 
Shelter of Flint, Flint, MI                  (2016 – 18) 
Member, Fund Development Committee  
 
WaterforFlint-WFF GoFundMe Campaign, Flint, MI                       (2016 – 17)  
Creator/Fundraiser  
 
Mission Trip, Salvation Army, Port-au-Prince, Haiti               (2010) 
 
Developmental Disabilities Institute, Detroit, MI                  (2009 – 11) 
Member, Support All Families in Emergencies (S.A.F.E.) Project Advisory Committee  
 

AWARDS, RECOGNITION  

 
2021 Great Women of the Great Lakes, MI List 
 
2018 Labor Leader of the Year Nominee, African American Leadership Institute  
 
2017 Philanthropic Award, National Association of Women Business Owners  
 
2016 Water for Flint - $10,000 Awardee, GoFundMe, Inc. 
 
2016 Black Excellence Award, Wellesley College 
 
2016 Citizenship Award, Michigan Department of Corrections 
 
2015 Leadership Challenge Coin, Michigan Department of Corrections 




